[Bile acids in chronic hepatopathies].
The clinical value of measuring biliary acids in various chronic liver disease was investigated. The sample examined included 17 healthy subjects, 16 patients with active chronic hepatitis, 15 with cirrhosis of the liver and 14 with cholestatic cirrhosis. The following parameters were considered in each patient: blood bilirubin, gamma GT, alkaline phosphatase, cholinesterase, blood cholesterol, Quick time. The total pool of biliary acids was assayed by the enzymatic method on samples taken in the morning before breakfast and two hours after intake of 600 mg ursodeoxycholic acid. Total biliary increased with the progression of the pathological condition. Unlike all other indicators biliary acid assays after oral loading with ursodeoxycholic acid makes it possible to distinguish between subjects with active chronic hepatitis and those with cirrhosis of the liver.